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IP IN LONDON, 


At LITTLE Sr. HELEN's, Avcvusr 11; 


I AND IN BATH, 
At ARGYLE CHAPEL, Avevsr 21, 1791. 
By Rev. WILLIAM JAY. K 


FOR THE PREACHING OF THE CROSS IS TO THEM 
THAT PERISH FOOLISHNESS: BUT UNTO US 

"7 WHO ARE SAVED IT 18 THE POWER OF GOD, 
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TO THE 


Rev. CORNELIUS WINTER. 


SIR, 


As dedication 1s generally confi- 


dered a token of reſpect, and grati- 
tude, I was ſoon determined as to a 


proper object of addreſs. The beſt 


friend I ever had, deſerves more at- 


tention than I am able to pay. Be- 
ſides it is a perſonal gratification, to 


utter the ſenſibility of a ſoul, under 
conſciouſneſs of obligation which 
cannot be diſcharged. | 


You never court the praiſe You 
always deſerve. I would not wiſh 


to offend by endeavouring to enume- 
| By; ©» 
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rate, or deſcribe, the perſonal and ſo- 


cial, the moral and chriſtian virtues, 
which You as much ftrive to con- 
ccal, as to exerciſe. I muſt be con- 
tent to revere and imitate in ſecret, 


exdcellencies I am not allowed to ce- 
lebrate before the world. But it 


would be a force put on my feelings, 
and an act of injuſtice done to Your 
character, not to bear publicteſtimo- 


ny of Your kindneſs to one, whom 


You took in many diſadvantages un- 


der Your care, whoſe mind You per- 


petually laboured to improve in ſci- 
ence, and prepare for the work of 
the ſanctuary, and whoſe ſpiritual and 


temporal welfare You ſought with 
unabating affection and diligence. 


Your 


DE DIC ATI O N. vii 


Vour attention was not relinquiſh- 
ed, or relaxed, on my departure from 
Your more immediate care. Ever 


ft ſince I left Your houſe with reluc- 


' tance, I have had the advantage 
of the moſt excellent advice, fervent 
prayer, and undecaying ſolicitude. 
You have always rejoiced in any re- 
ſpect paid me, in any ſucceſs following 
me; nor have Vouever given heed to 
the fabrications of FALSE BRETHREN 
circulated to injure my uſefulneſs, 
and originating in envy, raiſed by 
imaginary merit. This root of bit- 
terneſs which ſpringing up trou- 
bles, and defiles ſo many miniſters, 
never found ſoil, and nouriſhment to 
grow and flouriſh in Your breaſt. 

B 4 Your 
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Your whole deportment proclaims 
You to be a ſtranger to it. 


The manner in which You endea- 
voured, while I was under Your tui- 
tion, to form me to miniſterial cha- 
racter and office, meets with the in- 
creaſing approbation of riper reflec- 
tion. I do not judge after external 
appearance, and cuſtomary applauſe; 
ere I placed back and allowed to 
chuſe the mode of preparation for 
the work of the Goſpel, with my 
preſent knowledge of ſchools and 
academies, I ſhould tread the path I 
have already paſſed. I apprehend 
the plan formed by the Patron and 
Supporter of ſeveral of Your ſtudents 

Is 
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is the. moſt eligible, and will be the 
moſt ſerviceable of any ever adopted. 
May that Gentleman ſucceed in 
his liberal and wiſe endeavours, and 
be bleſſed in his deed. = | 


Vou have a pleaſure in ſeeing 
Your labour in ſeveral inſtances fol- 
lowed with ſucceſs. It appears to 
be of God. And I have no doubt 
of Your meeting with growing en- 
couragement from friends to enable 
You, if agreeable to Your wiſhes, and 
not too much for Your ſtrength and 
official duty, to enlarge Your plan 
of operation, 


It is my prayer that the youths 
under Your preſent inſtruttion may 
| value 
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value their privileges, improve 
their opportunities, and come forth 


better anſwering Your expectation, 


andqualified to do good to immortal 


ſouls, than thoſe who are in the 


work of Chriſt before them. 1 


cannot ſay I had no particular re- 


ſpect to them in compoſing and 
publiſhing this ſermon. All offices 
are ordained for ſome ends, and 


_ thoſe are the beſt in their kind which 


anſwer their purpoſe better than a- 


ny other. The miniſtry is appoint- 


ed for the converſion of ſinners, and 


the perfecting of the ſaints, and it is 


good in proportion to its efficacy 


and ſucceſs in accompliſhing theſe 


objects. It matters not what a 
preacher 
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preacher is in the eſtimation of the 
world, if he turns many to righte- 
ouſneſs and edifies the body the 
church; and that he may be ſo hon- 
oured in the work of the Lord, it is 
neceſſary he ſhould abide by THE 
ENGRAFTED WORD WHICH 1S ABLE 
TO SAVE THE SOUL. | Young men are 

ſadly expoſed to temptation in this 
day of free enquiry falſely ſo called, 
to deviate from the good old paths. 
To appear a man of parts is attracting, 
and to be the author of ſome novel 
diſcovery is ſufficient to gain the cha- 
racter. Mediocrity of talent will paſs 
for extraordinary genius, when its 
poſſeſſor can ſhake off vulgar preju- 


dice, renounce popular deluſion, and 
Bile. ſet 
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ſet forth an anſwered objeQion to 
truth in a new dreſs. Next to the 
evidence of {cripture we ſhould be 
determined in our belief of doctrine, 
by its effects, ſentiments which have 
from undeniable facts been found 


moſt conducive of holineſs and hap- 


pineſs, ſhould engage us and we 


ſhould ſeek after that ſyſtem of 
chriſtianity which will enable us 
to live and die to the honor and in 
the fruition of God. 


With the greateſt Reſpect 
F ami 


Sir, 
Your much obliged 


BaTy, And devoted Servant, 


mo 1, 1791. WILLIAM JAY. 


Ai! * 


SERMON, Ke. 


JEREMIAH, xxiii. 22. 


BUT IF THEY HAD STOOD IN MY COUNCIL, 
AND HAD CAUSED MY PEOPLE TO HEAR 
MY WORDS, THEN THEY SHOULD HAVE 
TURNED THEM FROM THEIR EVIL WAY, 
AND FROM THE EVIL OF THEIR DOINGS. 


Is executing the plan of divine providence, 
men have always been engaged to do good 
to men. Ever ſince the fall a ſucceſſion of 
them has been peculiarly appointed, qualifi- 
ed, and ſent forth to communicate the know- 
ledge of the things of the kingdom of God. 
Patriarchs, prophets, apoſtles, teachers, and 
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paſtors, have followed one another, as «the 
ambaſſadors of God, the miniſters of his to 


do his pleaſure.” 


The intention of this diſpenſation under 
every alteration of its external form-and ap- 
pearance, has invariably been the reſtoration 
of fallen ſinners to the favor and image, 
glory and fruition of God I ſend thee to 
open their eyes, and to turn them from dark- 
neſs to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God, that they may receive forgiveneſs 
of fins and inheritance among thet who. are 
ſanctified by faith that is in me.“ | 


But we know it is a FTE and noto- 
rious fact, that the word preached does not 
always ſucceed ; there are ſome whole office 
it is to miniſter in holy things who labor in 
vain,—Nor is this caſe confined to men deſ- 
titute of parts, education, literature, elo- 
quence, and powers of perſuaſion—We ſee 
characters poſſeſſed of, and diſtinguiſhed by 
natural and attained abilities, and advantages 


equal with, if not ſuperior to others, who 
| preach 


4 


preach time after time, without any ſaving 
effect in the converſion of ſinners to God. 
This is a ſerious and important matter, and 
deſerves attention to diſcover, if poſſible, the 
obſtacles which occaſion the neten of the 
means uſed. 


Some of the cauſes of miniſterial unprofita- 
bleneſs are to be found in the perſons who 
are profeſſionally engaged to diſcharge the 
office—lIt is my preſent deſign to enlarge on 
the chief of them, and as it is the determina- 
tion of infallible authority, as it is the de- 
claration of him by whom actions are weigh- 
ed, who cannot miſtake and will not deceive, 
I hope you will account it worthy of all 
acceptation—“ I have heard the words the 
prophets ſaid, that propheſy lies in my name, 
| ſaying I have dreamed, I have dreamed. 


Yeathey are prophets of the deceit of their own 
heart, which think to cauſe my people to for- 
get my name by their dreams which they tell 
every man to his neighbour. The Prophet 
that hath a dream let him tell a dream, and 
he that hath my word let him ſpeak my. word * 


faithfully 


[ 36 ] 


faithfully, what is the chaff to the wheat 
faith the Lord. But / they had flood in my 
council and had cauſed my people to hear my 
words, then they ſhould have turned them from 
their evil way, and from the evil of Heir 
_ | 


From hence I apprehend I am juſtified in 
ſtating the following dottrme—THrAaT Mi- 
NISTERS WILL PREVENT THE SUCCESS OF 
THEIR LABOR UNLESS THEY PREACH THE 
GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED 
GOD. | | 


It may be neceſſary to QUALIFY—ESTA- 
BLISH—and IMPROVE this aſſertion. 


1. Let us QUALIFY the aſſertion. 


Firſt. It does not follow from it that the con- 
verfion of a finner depends on the word hreach- 
ed as the efficient cauſe. The ſcripture has 
taken abundant care to lead us to aſcribe 
every thing that is effected in the work of 

ſalvation to divine influence; The finger of 
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God is as conſpicuous in the application, as 
the blood of God in the procuring. of re- 
demption; © not by might nor by power, but 
by my Spirit ſaith the Lord.” The caſe to 
which fin has reduced our nature is ſo deſ- 
perate, that it baffles all human ſkill and ſur- 
paſſes all created ſtrength. Therefore the 
Lord affords a promiſe in our favor which he 
alone can accompliſh ; © I will put my Spirit 
within you, and cauſe you to walk in my ſta- 
tutes and keep my judgments—A new heart 
will I give unto. you, and from all your filthi- 
neſs, and from all your idols will I cleanſe 
you.” And whenour' Saviour appeared on 
earth, © to them that received him gave he 
fower to become the ſons of God, even to 
them that believed on his name; who were 
born not of blood, nor of fleſh, nor of the wall 
of man but of God, ; 


Secondly. It is not to be fuboſed that ſuc- 
ceſs always, and neceſſarily follows the decla- 
ration of divine truth. Iſaiah was an evan- 
gelical Prophet, his lip was touched with 
a live coal from the altar, and he never 

C deviated 
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deviated from his commiſſion Vet he com- 


plains © I have laboured in vain and ſpent 


my ſtrength for nought.” © Who hath believ- 


ed our report, and to whom is the arm of the 
Lord revealed?“ Ezekiel previous to the 
annunciation of his viſion, was aſſured he 
would not be able to prevail, Son of man 
go, get thee unto the houſe of Iſrael, and 
ſpeak with my words unto them. But the 
houſe of Iſrael will not hearken unto thee, for 
they will not hearken unto me, for all the 
houſe of Iſrael is impudent and hard heart- 


ed.“ But why do I mention the fervants, 


does not the maſter furmſh- an example in 
point? He who poſſeſſed eee 
powers, who ſpake as never man ſpake, fre- 
quently preached without effect, as to the 
awakening of ſinners. How ſtrange muſt 
this circumſtance appear to thoſe who believe 
moral ſua ſion is the efficient cauſe of conver- 
fion, It is probable Jeſus Chriſt had few- 
er called under his perſonal miniſtry, than 
ſome modern preachers of the goſpel. Yet 
Jeſus Chriſt poſſeſſed infinitely fuperior-pow- 
ers to convince, to affect, and to perſuade. 
721 | 5 SM We 


a 


We know the reaſbn. The Spirit was not 
given becauſe Jeu us CY was not 7 yet glo- 
riß d. * n 1 | | 


' Third, We do not maintain that a man 
who does not preach pure chriſtianity can do 
nothing. We ſhould give to all their due, 
and owe none deſerved praiſe. A partial 
repreſentation of truth is error. There is a 
kind of heatheniſh morality which comes far 
ſhort of goſpel divinity, which has its good 
effects in ſome caſes on ſociety, eſpecially 
when it is advanced with fervor from the 
pulpit, and recommended by uprightneſs in 
the life. A miniſter may by the force of ar- 
gument induce people to adopt his ſyſtem — 
reſtrain them from groſs immoralities—make 
them decent in their deportment—and exer- 
ciſe acts of benevolence and liberality. But 
not to depreciate theſe things which it be- 
comes us to commend as far as they go, is 
there any thing here which may not be 
poſſeſſed in every amiable form by ſome who 
deny parts, by others who deny the whole 
of F revelidow? If chriſtianity be nothing 


C 2 | more, 
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more, is it not poſſible for a Deiſt, for an 
Atheiſt to lay claim to it? We ſnhould al - 
ways diſtinguiſh an amendment of the exter- 
nal character, from the renewing of the 
ſpirit of the mind; and the repreſſon of the 
paſſions by certain reſtraints from having 
them changed to ſeek after and delight in 
heavenly things. We are to become © new 
creatures; to be formed in our ſouls © after 
the image of God in knowledge, ri ghteouſ- 
neſs, and true holineſs - Converſion is an 
effect above nature —it is the peculiar ope- 
ration of God, and the mean by which he 
accompliſhes it is the goſpel; who are born 
not of corruptible ſeed, but of incorruptible 
by the word * God, which liveth and apnacth 


for ever.” 


a Fourthly: It is unwarrantable to think 
that every error deſtroys utility. This life is 
a ſtate of defect, and thoſe who have made 
the greateſt progreſs in the revelation of the 
goſpel ſee only in part, and know only in 
part. The ,underſtanding is not to receive 
3 before the other faculties of the 
| ſoul 


0 A | ©. i. . as 


— 


— 
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ſoul and body. To miſtake is incident to 


miniſters, as well as others. We ſee in all 
_ thoſe illuſtrious characters who have ſhone 
ſo much in the world as the ſervants of God 
and the benefactors of man, ſome opinions 
perhaps irreconcileable to the truth of the 
goſpel. But this is not applicable to the 
grand eſſential parts of © the faith, once de- 
livered to the faints;” reſpecting theſe all the 
miniſters of Chriſt of every age, of every 
place, have been © perfectly joined together 
m the ſame mind and in the ſame judgment.” 
Doctrinal corruption of chriſtianity, is ei- 
ther partial, and circumſtantial, or total and 
fundamental. When it is only partial and 
circumſtantial relating to ſome ſpeculation, 
—expreſron—diſcipline—mode of worſhip, 
not touching the foundation, nor pulling 
out the key-ſtone of this arch This may 
not wholly prevent ſucceſs, though perhaps 
it may impede and injure it. For truth is 
ſtrongeſt, and afts moſt powerfully when 
ſimple, unadulterated in its eſſence as it 
came from Chriſt, However we have ſeen 


and heard that the doctrine of the croſs 
C 3 which 
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takes in every thing unpleaſant to the car- 
nal mind. the depravity of our nature, the 
atonement, juſtiſication by faith, and divine 
influence, though delivered with various 
miſtaken notions, and human appendages, 
has done good, * the ſinner has been turned 
from the error of his ways, and his ſoul ſav- 


ed from death.“ While another man 


though poſſeſſed of ſingular accompliſh- 
ments, and right in the external order of the 
golpel, to whom Chriſt cruciſia is foolifh- 
neſs, has called in vain, for the © wicked to 
forlake bis paths, and the unrighteous his 
thoughts,” the unjuſt has remained unjuſt 
ſtill, and the filthy has remained filthy ſtill.“ 
For when the corruption of chriſtianity is 
tolal and Fential, hen a miniſter forſakes 
the doftring whach brings ſalvation, and de- 
livers only the inventions of his own heart, 
it is improbable, it is impoſſible that * 
ſnould do good, or be of any ſervice. in 
a e Ae to God. 1 have en- 
AgeC, » | absagen am 
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2. To ESTABLISH this aſſertion, 


Hol. The: man who does not ſtand in the 
counſel and ſpeak the words of God to the 
people is not commiſſioned. I have not 
ſent theſe prophets, yet they ran, I have 
not ſpoken to them yet they propheſied. 
And as the effect of this uſurpation of office, 
** behold I am againſt them that propheſy 
falſe dreams and cauſe my people to err by 
their lies, and by their ligiingſs: yet I ſent 
them not, nor commanded them, therefore 
they ſhall not profit this people at all.” 
Chriſt has engaged to be with thoſe always 
even to the end of the world whom he 
fends forth ; and them alone he accompanies 
with his own Spirit who preach his own 
word, for the goſpel is the miniſtration of 
the Spirit. When God ordains a man to the 
work of the miniſtry, he delegates him to 
bear witneſs to the truth and to preach the 
goſpel to every creature. His deſign in 
the whole of revelation is to call our atten- 
tion to Chriſt as metliator, to glorify him in 
his We offices, and works, and the 
C4 man 
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who inſpires, us with leſſening views of the 
adorable Redeemer, the man who blaſphemes, 
depreciates, or neglects him in his preach- 
ing, is antichriſt that was for to come, and 
even now are there many antichriſts. 
Though God aſſigns their not being called to 
this work as the reaſon of their not ſucceed- 
ing in it, yet he declares that if theſe very 
men without his order had ſtood in hzs 
counſel and ſpoken his words to the people 
they ſhould have turned them from their 
evil ways, and from the evil of their do- 
ings. And we have ſeen inſtances of con- 


verſion following a man whoſe life and cir- 


cumſtances oblige us to think an in- 
truder into the ſacred function. The caſe 
is this, God has made a general promiſe in 
favor of his goſpel however deliver'd; the 
unſanctified medium of its conveyance ſhall 
not always hinder its effect. Beſides how- 
ever communicated there is a ſuitability in 
the goſpel to converſion. God works ac- 
cording to the nature of things. Error 


can never turn a man to the truth; dark- 


neſs cannot generate light; cold cannot 
| produce 


L 1 
| produce heat. Here is an utter unfitneſs of 
operation. Therefore God has never ap- 


pointed a man to preach it, nor *. 
ſuccels to it. 


Secondly. The man is not gualzfied for 
uſefulneſs. - If any man preach let him 
preach as the oracles of God.“ He is not 
to coin new doctrines, or precepts, or privi- 
leges. The goſpel is a report from God, 
and therefore excludes invention. He is 
not to alter, to accommodate it, being faith- 
ful to the myſteries over which he is made 
a ſteward. © Go preach the preaching that I 
bid thee.” © For ſaith the Lord of hoſts, woe 
be to the fooliſh prophets who follow their 
own ſpirit, and have ſeen nothing.” To the 
ſucceſsful diſcharge of our office, it is neceſ- 
ſary there ſhould be fidelity, fidelity not 
merely to conviction. The conviction of a 
poor fallen creature is no more a ſtandard 
of truth, than of holineſs. People may ſee 
the impropriety of judging of the innocency 
of conduct, by its determination. The Jews 
imagined they did God ſervice in crucify- 


ing 
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ing the Lord of life and glory. They knew 
not the evil of the crime, yet Jeſus Chriſt 
prayed for their pardon, which proved their 
obnoxiouſneſs to puniſhment. © Father for- 
give them.” The apoſtle aſſures us that he 
perſecuted: the church very ſincerely, and 
conſcientioully. —Burt did this render it vir- 
tudus ?/ did this commend him to God P—. 
So as to ſentiment; it is not ſufficient to juſ- 
a man, that he miſtakes ſincerely, and 
errs conſcientiouſly. It would be well for 
many if it were ſo. Neither is it ſufficient 
for ſucceſs in our work as miniſters, - that 
we preach according to conviction.— Then 
many whoſe. congregations are dying away 
and whoſe word is not glorified by turning 
the diſobedient to the wiſdom of the juſt, 
would be equally uſeful with others. Con- 
viction is the preſent determination of the 
mind, and is dependant on every thing that 
has power to perſuade.” Therefore while 
we are actuated by conſcience, conſcience 
itſelf is influenced by blindneſs, weakneſs, 
paſſion, pride, averſion, and advantage. 


| We fooliſh, what wicked things have not, 
with 
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Vith different perſons been, turned into con- 
viction? Where then is the certain rectitude 

of our actions? Objects appear exceeding 
different, in different periods of life. But 
they remain the ſame in themſelves.—A 
doctrine which now appears true, once ap- 
peared falſe.— The doctrine has not chang- 

ed from falſe to true, but my conviction 
has altered. I am not aſſerting that a per- 
ſon is not to act according to the dictates of 
his confcience—unleſs he does, he will act 
hypocritically. The fault is in having a bad 
conviction, and miſtaken perſuaſion under 
ſufficient means properly uſed to direct and 
determine the mind. The bible is the guide 
of conſcience, and God has in it made as 
much proviſion for our poſſeſſing truth, as 
for our practiſing holineſs; and it is as poſ- 
ſible for us through our depravity, to evade 
the evidence of a doctrine, as reſuſe the 
force of a command. Truth as well as 
holineſs is held forth to us as means by 
which to attain happineſs, and to receive 
either, more is neceſſary than a bare exhi- 

bition of them in the word. Nothing is 


more 
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more inſiſted on in the ſeripture than a change 
of diſpoſition, and a ſanctification of heart 
by the Spirit, as neceſſary to our belief of the 
truth. Without this we have no ſecurity from 
advancing deſtructive error, no love to the pe- 
culiar doctrines of the goſpel, and are lia- 


ble to wax worſe and worſe, deceiving and 


being deceived. This wilt diſpoſe us for 
prayer to the Spirit of life, will keep us 
from handling the word deceitfully, will 
make us act properly with the evidence of 
revealed ſentiment, and engage us to the 
preaching of the croſs, and thoſe glorious 
points which are ſo dear to God and pro- 
fitable to man. And now O ye prieſts 
this commandment is for you. My cove- 
nant was with him of life and peace, and I 
gave them to him for the fear wherewith he 
feared me, and was afratd before my name. 
The law of truth was in his mouth and ini- 
quity was not found in his lips, he walked 
with me in peace and equity, and did turn 
many from iniquity. For the prieſts' lips 
ſhould - keep knowledge, and they ſhould 


ſeek the law at his mouth; for he is the 
meſſenger 
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meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts. But 
ye are departed out of the way; ye have 
cauſed many to ſtumble at the law: ye have 
corrupted the covenant of Levi n the 
Lord of hoſts,” 5 ders 5 22 


7. 105 2 Ther man, Sam with the  inftru- 
ment of converſion, who delivers not the 
truth as it is in Jeſus. --God works by means 
adapted to their ends. He has appointed 
fire to warm us, though he could by an im- 
mediate act alter our frame of ſenſation. 
He uſes natural inſtruments in natural things, 
and ſpiritual inſtruments in ſpiritual things. 
What faith the ſcripture ? © I have begotten 
you by the goſpel.” ' © The words I ſpeak 
unto you they are ſpirit, and they are life.” 
«* Santtify them through thy truth.” The 
preaching of the eroſs is the power of God.” | 
Hence we ſee it is the goſpel which enlight- 
ens the mind, awakens, the | conſcience, and 
purifies the heart. And there is great pro- 
priety in making the word the inſtrument 
of converſion. God has formed us with 
underſtanding, will and affections, and we 


cannot 
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cannot apprehend, or chooſe, or love things 
unleſs propoſed to us in objects. We be⸗ 
lieve things as they appear true, chooſe them 

as they appear good, and love them as they ap- 
pear pleaſant and profitable. Therefore what- 
ever changes us in our underſtanding, will, 
and affections, muſt be repreſented to us un- 
der theſe characters and confiderations.— 
Without this the converſion would not be 
agreeable to our nature—it would not be 
rational—nor would the man ho is the ſub- 
je of it, know on what account and for 

what purpoſe he is changed, nor“ be able 
to give to every one that aſketh him a rea- 
ſon of the hope that is in him.“ The gol- 
pel is wiſely calculated to turn us to God, 
and its operation on the ſoul is neither 
fanciful, ridiculous, or mechanical. It acts 
in us by way of ſuitable motive, as it comes 
recommended to all our faculties. Beſides 
the nature of the goſpel; its efficacy upon 
the vitiated and depraved heart, is to be re- 
duced to the divine appointment and influ- 
ence. The Spirit joins his energy with it and 
mme and powerful. © Is not my 


word 
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word as a hammer and as a fire ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts.“ It is the miniſtration of 
the Spirit. If the Spirit quickens, it is by a 
precept, if he comforts, it is by a promiſe, if 
he confirms, it is by a doctrine of the goſpel. 
It is alſo the inſtitution of God. In vain 
had the Iſraelites looked to the brazen ſer- 
pent for cure had it not been of divine 
appointment. If the goſpel were not in- 
tended for this purpoſe we ſhould derive no 
advantage from-it. As God has inſtituted 
the preaching of the word to be the only 
external ordinary means of converſion, and 
the power of any thing uſed in ſpiritual 
matters, depends ſolely on its divine ap- 
pointment to its end, it becomes us 
however ſimple it may appear, to regard 
it properly. Hence it is that it works 
effectually in them that believe.“ Its ef- 
ficacy comes from the ſovereignty of God. 
And as nothing can ſucceed without the 
bleſſing of God, it Fannot be ſuppoſed 
that after be has ſound out means by 
eee e turn ern JH 

7 honour 


* 
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| honour thoſe of human diſcovery, whoſe 
invention either oppoſes, or ſtrives to mend 


his mode of procedure. If“ he honour | 


his word above all his name, he will ſurely 
reſpect it above all the artifices of nien. If 
he has deviſed means of operation, we may 
be aſſured they are infinitely ſuperior to any 
bother of poſſible diſcovery, and if we would 
' wiſh to be inſtruments in his hand, we muſt 
be found acting in the way to o which, he 
has promiſed ſucceſs. | 


Fourthly. If ve appeal to matter of fact 
we ſhall find additional proof. We know 
even in our day that the word preached is 
in many caſes, and to many perſons the 
favour of life. The ſame effects followed it 
as appeared in former ages. Some who 
were going on in the career of fin, *earth- 
ly, ſenſual, deviliſh,” © abominable, diſobe- 
dient, to every good work, reprobate, are 


pricked to the heart and urged to aſk, 


* what they ſhall do to be ſaved?“ - While 

others ſinking into deſpair under appre- 

henſions of fin receive © ſtrong conſolation” 
ſufficient 


, 
al 


— 
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ſufficient to ſilence the accuſations of con- 
ſcience, to ſupport the mind under all the 
troubles of life, and to make the foul tri- 
umph in the agonies of death. To deny 
the reality of a change of nature, is not 
only to diſcard the authority of the bible, 
but to make all thoſe of every age of the 
world liars, who have acknowledged them- 
ſelves to be evidences of it. There are 
ſome now living of unimpeached integrity 
and of confeſſed ability, who gladly declare 
that they are entirely different from their 
former ſtate, they renounce the fin they 
loved, and purſue the holineſs they abhor- 
ed—they know they act with new views, 
diſpoſitions, principles, and ends,—So 
that in ſpeaking of converſion under the 
preaching of the goſpel we are not draw- 
ing a picture from imagination; we paint 
from real life ; we know the originals. The 
change produced is too great to be conceal- 
ed, unknown, and undiſtinguiſhed—it is 
from darkneſs to light, from death to lite, 
from Satan to God.—But where are theſe 
effects to be found ? Is it unfair to ſay— 

D point 
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point out an inſtance of a ſinner converted 
from the error of his way, under a ſermon 
againſt the Deity of Chriſt? Is it improper 
to aſk—if ever a man was born again by a 
diſcourſe againſt the atonement? Will any 
have reaſon to bleſs God to all eternity, that 
they heard a man deny or depreciate the 
influences of the divine Spirit? Is it 
likely that a man will be made a partaker 
of regeneration, where 1t 1s accounted a 
mere fancy? The Spirit only honors doc- 
trine which glorifies Chriſt. Where the 
Saviour is repreſented leſs than the true 
God, and his blood trampled under foot 
as an unholy thing, the Spirit refuſes his 
ſanction. 1 


For Fifthly. To ſuppoſe ſucceſs can follow 
error 18 a reproach on the charatter of God. 
He is a God of truth—if he is a God of 
truth he loves truth, if he loves truth he 
hates error, if he hates error there is evil in 
it, if there is evil in it, it is obnoxious to 
puniſhment, and is certainly dangerous. 


God has taken remarkable care to ſhew us 


4 


his infinite attachment to the truth. He has 
furniſhed us with a revelation to rectify the 
ideas we had, and to give us ideas of which 
we were deſtitute.— This revelation he was 
many hundreds of years perfecting, and after 
many glorious additions to it, completed it 
by his ſpeaking to us in theſe laſt days 
by his Son. He who was in his boſom 
came down to reveal him.— He has pre- 
ſerved it through innumerable dangers, and 
by extraordinary interpoſitions.— He has 
denounced woes on thoſe who ſhall pre- 
ſume to add to it, or diminiſh from it.— He 
has ſhewn us the bad effects of receiving any 
thing contrary to his mind. —He has com- 
manded us in expreſs language to buy the 
truth, to hold faſt the form of ſound words; 
and above all the eternal Spirit has borne 
witneſs to the importance of the goſpel by 
many gracious acts of faith, love, and power 
in the hearts and lives of believers. Now 
to imagine after all this concern of God 
about the truth, that he would honor error 
by making it the ſavor of life, is to deny all 
he has ſaid, and reproach his underſtanding, 

D 2 providence 


L 96 ] 


providence and word, as having been em- 
ployed about a matter which could as effec- 
tually be ſupplied by other means. If a dif- 
ferent object was ſufficient, why was this 
ſet forth as alone able to accompliſh the 
purpoſe? Sinentered into the world by the 
word of the Devil, holineſs comes into it by 
the word of God, wickedneſs prevails by er- 
ror, ſanctification is advanced by truth. 
* Now are ye clean through the word 
which] ſaid unto you. The truth ſhall make 


you free.” 


Lafily. Another remark has ſome weight 
with 1t.—Converſion does not follow many 
becauſe their preaching is not adapted to the 
ſtate of the profligate and illiterate in the low- 
er ranks of life. © The poor have the goſ- 
pel preached unto them.” This is the in- 
tention of Chriſt; it is peculiarly their be- 
nefit; they form the majority of mankind ; 
andifany good is to be done we may expett it 
from them. © Not many wiſe men after the 
fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble are 


called. ” © Hath not God choſen the poor 
of 
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of this world, rich in faith and heirs of the 
kingdom prepared for them that love him.” 
— There is nothing in the doctrine of Chriſt 
which they cannot receive as well as others. 
The goſpel requires no depth of genius, no 
metaphyſical ſagacity, no aid of philoſophy 
to decypher it—Defigned for the poor, it con- 
tains a few plain facts levelled to the capa- 
city of any, a few clear duties evident to the 
mind of all, and a few myſterious doctrines 
levelled - to the comprehenſion of none.— 
What is knowable, is as knowable to the 
peaſant as the divine, and where it is matter 
of pure faith they are both on the ſame 
ground. That miniſter is beſides the mark 
who does not accommodate to the poor, and 
preach truths which have been found by 
event to ſtrike the attention, affect the heart, 
and reform the liſs of the vulgar wicked. 
It was in this way thoſe great and renowned 
men who are gone to glory were followed 
with ſuch ſucceſs. © The word ran and was 
glorified,” © a thouſand were born in a day.” 
I could refer to another who has © eſteem- 
dd the reproach of Chriſt, and gone forth 

D 3 without 


[8] 


without the camp,” who has been the means 
perhaps of awakening more ſinners than any 
miniſter now living. May © the years of 
his life be many.” — Where is the man with 
all his admired genius, and important diſ- 
coveries who has done equal good to his 
fellow creatures? Where is there a modern 
reformer of the *corruptions of chriſtianity” 
who will have ſo many immortal ſouls to 
bleſs God for him in the hour of death and 
in the day of judgment ?—Ye men of ex- 
traordinary benevolence, whoſe profeſſed 
object is to do good to the world, ſuffer me 
to recommend the trial of a mode of ac- 
compliſhing it, which many of its enemies 
have acknowledged far ſuperior, —© Send 
them an enthuſiaſt” was the reply of a politi- 
cal Divine“ to a nobleman who aſked how he 
could reform the profligate people of Calne. 
—Honeſt confeſſion! noble teſtimony !— 
And what is the reproach and reviling of the 
world, if we are uſeful in bringing periſhing 
| ſinners to repentance that they might be 
ſaved. | 8 
| 3. We 
* Doftor Price. 
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g. We cloſe the diſcourſe by iu RO VN 
its doctrine. 
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promiſed ability to uſe it. Without revela- 
tion we could never have had ſatisfaction of 
belief. Our ideas would have been uncer- 
tain, and might have been falſe. By what 
could we have tried their reftitude ?—The 
light of life has riſen upon us to guide our 
feet into the way of peace. This book con- 
tains the whole counſel of God, if it does 
not * teach us all things,” there is a defect in 
us which hinders its illumination. The rea- 
ſon why all thoſe who receive the bible as 
the word of God, are not found in the faith, 
is improper treatment of it occaſioned by 
things for which we are accountable. This 
is the only ſource of variety of opinion 
obs the doctrine of revelation. The ſame 
object exhibited, appears different to a 
pure, and to a Jaundiced eye. Saith 
pious Adams, it is no diſparagement to a 
glaſs that every man however ugly who 
looks into it ſees ſomething agreeable to him. 
| HS Nor 
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Nor is it to the diſparagement of the goſpel 


that every man who examines it, however 
erroneous finds countenance.” In the one caſe 
there 1s partiality of viſion; in the other 
partiality of conſideration. To be eſtabliſn- 
ed in the doctrine according to godlineſs, a 
ſuitable frame of mind is neceſſary. © The 
natural man underſtandeth not the things of 
God becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned.” 
Prejudices are to be laid afide—not merely. 
prejudices of education—thoſe only are 
cenſured in common. But the prejudices. 
of novelty. It does not follow that a doc- 
trine is falſe becauſe of antient repute. —The 
prejudices of learning. It does not prove a 
ſentiment to be erroneous becauſe held ſa- 
cred by the lower claſs of mankind. —The. 
prejudices of reaſon. . It does not appear 
that every thing is falſe above our under- 
ſtanding.— The ' goſpel is to be received as 
the record of God; and when attended to 


with fimplicity. cannot fail of producing 255 


good effects on the heart and life. The 
kingdom of heaven is to be received by 
us as a little child hears with unſuſpecting 

confidence 
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confidence the declaration of the parent. 
The unſearchable riches of the goſpel are 
the inheritance of the poor in Spirit. The 
meek will he lead in judgment and the meek 
will he teach his way.“ © The ſecret of the 
Lord is with them that fear him and he 
will ſhew them his covenant.” Holineſs pre- 
pares for faith. When every inclination to 
fin is mortified the ſoul is moſt fitted to 
receive © the myſtery of godlineſs.” © He 
that doth his will ſhall know of the doctrine 
whether it be of God.” Add to all that 
if we would abide in the counſel and ſpeak 
the words of God it becomes us to pray 
for the promiſe; © the Spirit ſhall lead you 
into all truth.” The neceſſity of his influ- 
ence in order to faith and holineſs is in this 
day generally exploded—the oppoſition 
made to it may be conſidered as the reaſon of 
the increaſed infidelity of the age. The 
things of God knoweth no man without the 
Spirit of God;” Hence ſo many remain 
in darkneſs and err concerning the faith. 
They reject the only ſure means of light. 


If there was a ſcience and only ane man in 
the 
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the world could teach it, if we would learn 
It, it is neceſſary we ſhould go to him, if 
we negle&t him we muſt remain in igno- 
rance. The Spirit is the only ſaving teach. 
er of divine things, if a man deſpiſes or 
neglects him in the greatneſs of his 22 80 
he will ſurely go aſtray, 


tis good way to judge of ſentiments by 
their effefts. A doctrine which has been ef- 
fectual to renovate all the powers of the 
ſoul, to produce a new birth, to bring forth 
a new creature 1s of God. It wears his ſeal. 
This change is not commonly effected in 
men of excellent moral character, pliant 
diſpoſition, and natural goodneſs, which 
ſeems to bring them near the point 
The chief of ſinners were ſome of you 
who are waſhed, juſtified and ſanctified in 
the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the 
Spirit of our God.” Nor is it unuſual for 
the word preached inſtantaneouſly to ac- 
compliſh its end. In a moment thoſe who 
were dead in the grave of fin have heard 
the voice of Chriſt, and come forth to live 
| to 
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to him. © Excellency of ſpeech and. of 
wiſdom is not neceſſary to it Without 
© enticing words of man” it comes in de- 
monſtration of the Spirit, and with power.” 
i Now this is above natural operation. States 
with their political rules, heathens with 
their moral philoſophy, their chriſtian diſ- 
ciples with their baptized virtue, have never 
been able to make ſuch changes, in the 
hearts and lives of men, No effect can ex- 
ceed its cauſe. | A cauſe is no cauſe unleſs 
adequate to its effect. It is the voice of 
God that calls us from darkneſs into the 
light of life. It is the power of God that 
turns a lion into a lamb. God would not 
have made the doctrine of Chriſt crucified 
ſo ſerviceable, if it had been one of the 
corruptions of chriſtianity.” God has borne 
witneſs to it, and declared it to be from 
above by its bleſſed conſequences in the ſal- 
vation of ſinners from age to age, which have 
- amounted to a perpetual miracle. I need 
not exhort thoſe of you who have experi- 
enced its efficacy, © to glory in the croſs of 
Chriſt.” You can never count that fooliſh- 
| neſs 
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veſs which has been made the wiſdom, nor 
that weakneſs which has been made the 
power of God to _ ſalvation, 


Hence it appears why the goſpel and its 
heculiar doctrines are ſo much oppoſed. 
There is nothing beſides can do infinite 
good to man. It is this deſtroys the works 
of the devil. Hence it is ſome miniſters are 
ſeduced to deſpiſe it, others drawn away 
from it to idle ſpeculations, vain philoſo- 
phy, or political diſcuſſions. Hence ſprings 
the ſpirit of perſecution which has deluged 
the church in blood. Chriſt has taught us 
to expect it to follow his goſpel. Some- 
thing more is neceſſary to raiſe it than mo- 
rality and virtue. Men who have never gone 
beyond theſe, have paſſed ſecure through 
life; men who poſſeſſed them in the hea- 
then world where highly valued, and greatly 
careſſed. It was the peculiar truth of the 
goſpel kindled for believers ſo many fires, 
and invented ſuch multiplicity of torments, 
This is the ſword of the Spirit by which 
Chriſt ſubdues his enemies and enlarges his 


empire, 


: L 45 J 


empire. It 1s natural to ſuppoſe the pow- 
ers of darkneſs would moſt furiouſly oppoſe 
thoſe doctrines, which have the greateſt 
tendency to the ſalvation of man and the 
honour of God. 


How abſurd is the opinion that there is no 
harm in error. Is there no harm in that 
which keeps a ſoul from ſalvation ? Is there 
no harm in that which prevents deliver- 
ance from the wrath to come? Do you 
know the importance, the neceſſity of re- 
generation? © Ye muſt be born again.“ 
This is the determination of heaven. With- 
out it you ſhall not enter into the king- 
dom of God. Nor is it an arbitrary pur- 
poſe”; it is founded on the nature of things; 
without it you cannot ſee, cannot enjoy the 
kingdom of God. There would be no ſuit- 
ableneſs of diſpoſition, heaven would be no 
heaven to you. Error hindereth this ef- 
fect, it obſtructs converſion. 


Learn what to look for in a miniſter to whoſe 
care you commit your ſouls. The traveller who 
has oo to go to, by a way full of pits and 

precipices, 
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precipices, will not be led by a blind guide; 
both would fall into the ditch.” To fit - 
under a man who preaches any thing con- 
trary to, or ſhort of the truth of the goſpel 
is a waſte of time, and contempt of eternity. 
It is to lay open the avenues of the ſoul to 
the enemy who will rob you, and the foe who 
will ſpoil you. © Come out from among 
them and be ye ſeparate.” You can only 
be nouriſhed up to eternal life by the words 
of faith and good doctrine.“ If you were 
properly concerned about your ſouls, you 
would ſay, J remember ſuch of my ac- 
quaintance and have heard of many more 
who were wicked, and are become holy, 
who were miſerable, and are made happy, 
and others have died joyfully and are gone 
to glory; O where were they ſo changed, 
under what word did they receive ſuch be- 
nefit—* thither will I go, for who can tell” 
* peradventure God will give me repen- 
tance to the acknowledgment of the truth 
that I might be ſaved.” 


Miniſters if not uſeful ſhould examine 
themſelves 
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themſelves to know of what ſort their work 
ts, God declares by the prophet © as the 
rain cometh down and the ſnow from 
heaven and returneth not thither, but wa- 
- tereth the earth and maketh it to bring forth 
and bud, that it may give ſeed to the ſower, 
and bread to the eater: So ſhall my word 
be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it 
ſhall not return to me void, but it ſhall ac- 
compliſh that which I pleaſe, and proſper in 
the thing whereto I ſent it. For inſtead of the 
thorn ſhall come up the fir tree, and inſtead 
of the brtar ſhall come up the myrtle tree: 
and it ſhall be to the Lord for a name for an 
everlaſting ſign that ſhall not be cut off.” 
This promiſe refers to the goſpel and the 
peculiar effects which are aſcribed to it, and 
which 1t was intended to produce, are the 
changes made in the nature and lives of ſin- 
ners. If no ſucceſs of this kind follows our 
doctrine is there not a cauſe? © For the 
paſtors are become brutiſh and have not 
ſought the Lord, therefore they ſhall not 
_ proſper, and all their flocks ſhall be ſcatter- 
ed. A miniſter who preaches the truth 

ſhall 


1 
mall not loſe his reward; N though Iſrael 
be not gathered he ſhall be glorious in the 
eyes of the Lord.” His future honor 
depends on his fidelity, not ſuccels ; © be 
thou faithful unto death and I will give 
thee a crown of life. Not ſo the man who 
preaches error. While he endangers the 
people he expoſes his own ſoul to deſtruc- 
tion, We can only be pure from their 
blood, when we have declared the whole 
counſel of God. © Son of man I have made 
thee a watchman to the houſe of Ifrael, 
therefore hear the word at my mouth and 
warn them from me; when I ſay unto the 
wicked man thou ſhalt ſurely die, and thou 
give him not warning nor ſpeak to warn 
the wicked man to ſave his life, he ſhall 
die in his iniquity, but his blood will I re- 
quire from thy hand.” 


Once more. Are there not ſome of you 
' who remain children of diſobedience though 
you have the advantage of hearing the goſpel? 
—How awful will it be for you to periſh 


under means graciouſly ordained to make 
| | you 
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you wiſe unto ſalvation. If you die as you 
live your condemnation will be aggravated; 
«jt will be found more tolerable for Tyre 
and Sidon in the day of judgment than for 
you.“ Fiery indignation” awaits them that 
* obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt.” The beſt inſtrument cannot ope- 
rate on you.—All other means to do you 
good would be ineffectual. If you hear not 
Moſes and the prophets neither would you 
be perſuaded though one roſe from the dead,” 
or a herald came from damnation with all the 
flames of hell about him.—As yet the Savi- 
our is on the throne of grace ſtretching 
forth the ſceptre, ſaying—touch and live— 
e will be merciful to thy unrighteouſneſs, 

and thy fins and iniquities will I remem- 
ber no more, 
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